1JUNE 2019

Australian Embassy

Republic of Korea

MEDIA RELEASE

AUSTRALIA SUPPORTS THE KOREA QUEER CULTURE FESTIVAL

The Australian Embassy in the Republic of Korea is participating in the 20™ Korea Queer Culture
Festival in Seoul on 1 June in support of the rights of LGBTI people to live with dignity, freedom and
equality.

Australia believes that human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent and that all
people are entitled to equality and legal protection regardless of their sexual orientation or gender
identity.

Congratulating Korea’s LGBTI community on the holding of its 20! Queer Culture Festival,
Ambassador James Choi said “the work of civil society and human rights defenders is crucial to
promoting progress and highlighting concerns regarding LGBTI human rights. Australia is proud to
support LGBTI people and human rights advocates here in Korea, and around the world.”

“LGBTI pride events are at their core, a celebration of the power and importance of diversity. They
are about enabling every person in our society, through respect and inclusiveness, to become the
best they can be irrespective of their origins, beliefs, sexual orientation or gender identity”, said
Ambassador Choi.

Ambassador Choi encouraged international efforts on LGBTI issues, noting that “advocating for
equal human rights, and an end to violence and discrimination against LGBTI persons globally is one
of Australia’s ten priority issues as a member of the UN Human Rights Council.”

Media enquiries: claudia.ryu@dfat.gov.au

f @australiainkorea @AusAmbKOR
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